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UM GROUNDS SUPERINTENDENT
RETURNS TO NATIVE NORWAY

MISSOULA, Mont.-/ young man who is created with transforming the appearance of the University of
Montana campus has returned to his native Norway, but the "new look” of the campus here
serves as a reminder of his horticultural creativity.
Tor Fageraas, 32, became University grounds supervisor on Sept. 7, 1965.

And it

wasn't until four years later that Tor went with his wife and their three children to
Oslo, Norway, where he recently was appointed landscape architect for the City of Oslo,

*

where he will work in the planning and supervision of city parks.
J.A. Parker, director of the UM Physical Piant, said the appointment of Tor as grounds
supervisor "was the beginning of the grounds program" at the University.
T o r was the first man named grounds supervisor at the University," Parker said.
"We wanted to begin to develop an interest specifically in handling the planting of
species which would be durable in this climate.

Tor was one of the first to work here

who was trained in the discipline of plant selection and arrangement."
Tor was m

the process of planting new species in the University Center Mall when he

returned with his family to Norway recently.
His hand was in all the grounds work on campus," Parker said.
and shrubbery nnd other plant material.

"Tor arranged trees

He was responsible for the overall appearance

of the campus."

-more-
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During the summer months Tor spent most of his weekends in the high mountains of the
Bitterroot Range in southwestern Montana, where he helped to collect plant specimens for
the UM Herbarium and to explore the alpine flora of the range.

An avid photographer, he

has a collection of more than 600 colorslides from the mountain region.
On a number of those trips, he was accompanied by Klaus H. Lackschewitz, superinten
dent of the Botany Greenhouses at the University of Montana.
Lackschewitz said that under Tor's supervision the University's new nursery and the
lawn sod farm were established on South Avenue near the University of Montana Golf Course.
While m

Missoula, Tor helped coach the University of Montana Ski Team in Nordic

Skiing, jumping and the cross-country run.

He also assisted in construction of the ski

jumps at the Marshall Ski Area east of Missoula.
lor was born in Verne, Norway.

He came to the U.S. in 1959 and received a ski

scholarship from Montana State University, Bozeman.
1961-64, when he received his bachelor's degree.
degree in horticulture at MSU.

He studied horticulture there from

In 1965 Tor was awarded a master's

He won the 1962 NCAA Ski Championship at Lyman. Valley,

California.
"While m

Bozeman,” Parker said, "Tor worked as a steeplejack during the summer

months, painting high bridges as far west as Seattle, Wash.”
Tor is married to the former Astrid Nee Syvertsen of Oslo.
sons, Aaron, 5; Brant, 3, and Kyrre, 2.

The couple has three

